[Back pain? Don't forget the abdomen].
Three patients, men aged 62, 57 and 44 years, had suffered for 6-24 months from low back pain, which after an acute moment had worsened with pain radiating to one leg. In all 3 patients, a neurological cause was considered first, but investigations revealed that they had a large abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA) resulting in emergency surgery. The oldest man died from late complications; the younger men made a good recovery. An AAA should be considered in patients with low back pain and risk factors such as male gender, older age, cigarette smoking, hypertension and previous manifestations of vascular disease. Making the diagnosis as early as possible can be lifesaving.